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Dear Parents

Subject: Teaching with Cultural Sensitivity at HUBS

At Hayat Universal Bilingual School (HUBS) we strive to provide a high quality, bilingual, North
American education that integrates the core subjects, life skills, knowledge and application, as
well as cultural identity and openness. Working with the support of the home, we believe that
our efforts will allow Hayat students to develop as well-rounded individuals and life-long
learners who are prepared for a challenging future.

As well the profile of HUBS graduates is that of a Global Muslim — one who appreciates their

Islamic culture, traditions and history and who sees Islam as the path to a productive life while
also developing a global perspective and an awareness of cultural differences.

At HUBS we show respect and care for Islam and the Qatari culture. The British Columbia
curriculum occasionally includes content which some may see as culturally inappropriate. In
order to realize the goal of creating Global Muslims we are required to learn about other
peoples, their cultures, and their beliefs, past and present. However, please be assured that
HUBS students are not taught to adopt the practices of other cultures or beliefs contrary to
Islam.

It is important to note that the curriculum requires the study of these topics not as an exercise
in religious teachings but in the interest of critical thinking and academic enrichment.

If you see something that troubles, confuses, or offends you, please contact your child’s
classroom teacher right away. If you feel more comfortable using Arabic, please e-mail your
concern so that your teacher can have it translated. We will be happy to discuss the issue with
you and will do our best to modify the program if we can. Please know that we would never
intentionally offend you and are very open to your advice and recommendations.

Mr Fred Thorsell
Principal
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